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New Public Access Policy

A January 6, 2017 - Supreme Court adopted the policy
governing access statewide to appellate and trial court
case records

A Effective January 6, 2018

A For case records filed in and maintained by the
appellate and trial courts

A The policy, explanatory report, and other policy
related materials are posted at:

http://www.pacourts.us/public -record -policies



http://www.pacourts.us/public-record-policies

Roadmap

We will discuss:
i Privacy and court records

I What courts are currently doing to protect
confidential information in court records

i Why now for the adoption of a new policy?

i What does the new policy provide?



Privacy in Public Records

Prior to the Internet age, court records fell
under  ysaEe "SREsO. (SRSt WO N 0of Ap

United States Department of Justice v.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press ,

489 U.S. 749 (1989)




Public access to court records is changing from
perusing paper case files for detailed information
at the courthouse to obtaining records
Instantaneously online




Privacy in Public Records

A The idea that you have privacy in your public
records Is no longer true

A Consider a web -scraping company that
retrieves old mugshots and displays the same
online, hoping to embarrass citizens into
paying money to have their mugshot
removed
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Privacy in Public Records



